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ADVISORY #2026-2

Subject: License to Sell Liquor on Premises Commonly Known as a For-Profit Club (ABCL § 64-f)

Chapter 342 of the Laws of 2025 created a new on-premises retail license category—License to Sell Liquor on
the Premises Commonly Known as a For-Profit Club — under § 64-f of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law
(“ABCL”). The statute takes effect on February 18, 2026.

This Advisory sets forth the Authority’s interpretation of the new statute and provides guidance to applicants,
municipalities, and licensees regarding:

Eligibility and membership requirements;
License term, fees, additional bar requirements;
Corporate dining establishments;

Application and temporary permit procedures;
Operations, restrictions, and enforcement.

ELIGIBILITY AND MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS

As described in ABCL § 64-f(1), a “for-profit club” is an establishment operated exclusively for one or more of
the following purposes: Recreational, Social, Patriotic, Political, Benevolent, Communal workspace, corporate
dining, and Athletic

A license under § 64-f authorizes the sale and service of alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption only
to members in good standing and their guests. Except for establishments qualifying as corporate dining spaces,
a for-profit club must maintain at least 100 bona fide members. A “member” is defined as an individual who:

¢ |s admitted in accordance with the club’s by-laws;
e Pays annual dues in a bona fide manner; and
e Whose name and address appear on the member list maintained by the licensee.

For-profit clubs, other than corporate dining spaces, must demonstrate compliance with the 100-member
requirement before a license will be issued. An applicant may apply for, and receive, conditional approval from
the Authority; however, no license will be issued unless and until the applicant submits to the Authority a list
showing 100 or more bona fide, dues paying members. The list must include the name and address of each
member.

A list of members is not required with a renewal application. The licensee will affirm on the renewal application
that they have 100 or more bona fide, dues paying members. The Authority will not approve a renewal if the for-
profit club does not meet the 100-member requirement at the time of renewal.

During the license term, for-profit clubs must maintain at least 100 bona fide, dues-paying members. They must
also maintain a current membership list that is updated to accurately reflect the individuals that are dues paying
members in good standing with the club. The membership list must be made available to the Authority upon
request.
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For-profit clubs, except for establishments qualifying as corporate dining spaces, may be subject to disciplinary
action if they operate with fewer than 100 bona fide members during their license term.

LICENSE TERM, FEES, AND ADDITIONAL BAR REQUIREMENTS

ABCL § 64-f(2) states that the fee for a for-profit club license shall be $20,000 annually. This fee includes one
bar or counter where alcoholic beverages may be sold and consumed. But pursuant to ABCL § 100(4), a for-
profit club may apply for up to 2 additional bars. The fee for each additional bar is equivalent to the license fee.

The fee structure for a for-profit club license shall be as follows:
e License duration: 1 year

¢ Annual license fee: $20,000
¢ Annual fee per additional bar: $20,000

CORPORATE DINING ESTABLISHMENTS

A for-profit club operated solely as a corporate dining space is exempt from the member requirements. This
includes the 100-member and annual dues requirements. Such establishments must:

e Limit access to the employees, clients, invitees, and guests of the corporate entity holding the license;

¢ Maintain records sufficient to demonstrate controlled access;
¢ Disclose to the Authority any agreement with a third-party food or beverage management company.

APPLICATION AND TEMPORARY PERMIT PROCEDURES

Co-Licensing - Consistent with Advisory 2021-23, both for-profit clubs and corporate dining establishments may
include a management company as a co-licensee when:

. The management company exercises operational control or shares in profits;
. The relationship is fully disclosed;
. The arrangement complies with tied-house prohibitions (ABCL § 101).

Municipal and Community Board Notification - Pursuant to ABCL § 110-b, applicants must provide 30 days’
advance written notice to the municipality or Community Board before the Authority may act on:

. New applications;

. Renewals (NYC);

. Substantial alterations (NYC);

. Substantial corporate changes (NYC).

Temporary Retail Permits (8 97-a) - Applicants for a 8§ 64-f license are eligible to apply for a temporary retail
permit.

Temporary Permits in New York City (500-Foot Law) - Under ABCL & 97-a(3), any premises in a city of one
million or more that is subject to the 500-Foot Law and is granted a temporary retail permit must operate only
under the following conditions:
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e Closing time: No later than 12:00 a.m.
e Outdoor areas:
o Sunday-Thursday: close by 10:00 p.m.
o Friday—Saturday: close by 11:00 p.m.
e Music restrictions:
o No outdoor music;
o Indoor music limited to background recorded music only (no live music, DJs, karaoke, jukebox,
or dancing).

These conditions apply until the full license is issued.

OPERATIONS, RESTRICTIONS, AND ENFORCEMENT

Food Availability - Establishments licensed under § 64-f must make available “sandwiches, soups, and the
like.” Food does not need to be prepared by the licensee but must be available on the premises.

Unlimited Drinks (§ 117-a) - ABCL § 117-a applies to all on-premises retail licenses including § 64-f. Licensees
may not:

. Offer unlimited drinks for a fixed price;
. Offer more than two drinks for the price of one or discounts exceeding 50%.

Tied-House Restrictions (§ 101) - Manufacturers, wholesalers, and importers may not hold any direct or indirect
interest in a § 64-f licensed premises.

Other Statutory Provisions - Applicants remain subject to all applicable provisions of the ABC Law, including
but not limited to:

. Public convenience and advantage determinations;
. 200-Foot Law (schools and places of worship);

. 500-Foot Law requirements;

. Character and fitness, source-of-funds review;

. Local zoning compliance.

EFFECTIVE DATE

This Advisory is effective February 18, 2026, the statutory effective date of ABCL § 64-f.

This matter was heard and determined by the Members of the Authority at a Full Board meeting held
on January 7, 2026 before Chair Lily Fan, Commissioner Edgar De Leon, and Commissioner Maya. The
above written advisory was approved by Chair Fan on behalf of the Members of the Authority on January 7,
2026.

Dated: 1/8/26 ()&77/// %///V‘—/ |

Donald Roper
Secretary to the Authority



